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IN THE SPECIFICATION : 
Please replace the ABSTRACT (page 57, lines 5-21) of the specification as filed within the 
following: 

fatrodtitred-aTe--c tectronic eofflntefee-systeros^r^^ 
0 f j n f o mta ^^ cor rstrtoerieyiTode s a nd a m al yz i ngtxms t tttt eney 

mid c rs t a ndmg -and-i^actto rt t o s u c h infe mia^ioireoi m ii un i c atio n ras- w c H a s me thods 
o f-op er at ing ^ ft te-same. According to-ttrrgxcmrrfary-tm^^ An electronic 

commerce system , which is for use over a global communications network and 
having both company nodes and constituency nodes[[,]] comprises a data repository 
and a communications controller. The data repository is op er able to store stores data 
files asso ciated with th e-^mpany-i rodes, whe r ein tlTe-mmrwry-TTOdcs-^wpulate 
respectiv e associate d data- fi ies-wtth contain commercial information relating to the 
company associated with a company node . The communications controller is 
opcraWcixrfti allow a specific company node to modify commercial information in 
the data files relating to the respective company and to control times at which 
selected portions of the commercial information is first made available to the 
constituency nodes, propagates communication interfaces accessible by the 
constituency nodes with selected portions of the commercial information under 
direction of the company nodes, and (if) gathers feedback information representative 
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of constituency response to the constituency nodes accessing the communication 
interfaces. 

Please replace the paragraphs bridging page 5, line 8 through page 7, line 2 of the 
specification as filed with the following: 

According to an exemplary embodiment, the electronic commerce system, 
which is for use over a global communications network includes both company nodes 
and constituency nodes, comprises a data repository and a communications 
controller. The data repository is operable to store data files associated with the 
company nodes, wherein the company nodes populate respective associated data files 
with commercial information. The communications controller is operable to (i) 
allow a specific company node to modify commercial information that is stored in 
data files relating to that specific company and to control times at which selected 
portions of the commercial information in the data files relating to that specific 
company are first made available to the constituency nodes, (ii) propagate 
communication interfaces accessible by the constituency nodes with selected portions 
of the commercial information under direction of the company nodes, and (iii) gather 
feedback information representative of constituency response to the constituency 
nodes accessing the communication interfaces. Advantageously, the company node, 
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through the communications controller and associated data repository, is operable to 
provide an interactive system that enables the company to generate and 
near-continuously communicate information to its constituency via the global 
communications network, for instance the Internet. 

According to a related advantageous embodiment, the company node is also 
operable to store, index and relate the company's responses, detailing the past, present 
and future of the company and its relevant industry, all in the data repository. An 
important aspect of one such embodiment is the ability of the company node to 

control when (that is, times at which) publication ( e.g., to f a irly diss eminat e; 

distribttte-OTOt h er w i s e make-av ailable) of at least selected portions of the information 
stored in the data repository is available to the constituencies (e.g., to fairly 
disseminate, distribute or otherwise make available that information) . This may 
advantageously be accomplished through the communications controller which may 
suitably be arranged to enable the company node to modify one or more data records 
stored in the data repository, and to decide when such pending modified information 
is complete (e.g., technically, factually or legally accurate, thorough, or otherwise 
satisfactory for publication). Upon a determination of completion, the company node 
may direct the communications controller to publish such information from the data 
repository for access by the constituency nodes. 
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